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Letter from our President 
Ciao to my Brothers and Sisters,

Hope this finds you well. Wishing you a happy Spring and a cool Summer!

The Grand Lodge of Maryland is alive and well!  We have had and are planning a couple of events and hoping you 
will support and attend. We held our ‘annual’ Bull/Oyster Roast in March and it was a great success. Almost 150 in 
attendance, food was delicious, raffles, door prizes and great conversation. We will be holding our ‘annual’ Crab Feast 
on Sunday, August 27th.  That’s a ‘look forward to’ event!  Mark your calendar and join us. For more information, call 
Vince Zaccaria at 410-686-1276.

On October 15, 2023, the Grand Lodge Columbus Gala is back to celebrating our Italian-American hero, Christopher 
Columbus!  Our celebration will be at the Columbus Gardens in Perry Hall, MD. We’re very proud to announce that 
we will be honoring our own Columbus - Don Castronova. Don has been portraying Columbus for many years, help-
ing OSIA and other Italian organizations celebrate Columbus, along with his participation in all of our parades, etc. 
throughout Maryland in full costume. Please join us in celebrating Don! E-mail me at  dolcevitaap@verizon.net for 
information and/or reservations. We’d love to have you there to help us celebrate the real Columbus, but celebrating 
Don, as well, for his contribution to us over the years!

We will honor ALL scholarship recipients (Grand Lodge and Local Lodges) on Sunday, August 6th at Cal Ripken Sta-
dium.  It’s an afternoon game and students are honored for their scholastics and they get to go on the field, be seen on 
the jumbotron and are recognized by the Lodge. Fun time for all! Tickets remain the same at $15.00 per person. Call 
410-321-1398 for information. 

Our Grand Lodge Memorial Mass honoring ALL deceased members will be held on Sunday, September 10th at St. Leo’s 
Church in Little Italy. Mass is 11:30 am, followed by lunch at Chiaparelli’s in Little Italy. E-mail dolcevitaap@verizon.
net for information.This is a great way to honor and recognize those who came before us and members of the Order for 
many years.

There are other good things happening throughout the year as well. Go to our website osiamd.org and check the events 
section.  All local lodge activities and events are listed. You might see one that sounds good to you. Support the OSIA. 
I know you’re probably tired of hearing me saying it, but belonging to a lodge shows your support! It’s important to 
continue with our Italian heritage and culture. If you’re not a member yet...you should be!   

Thanks very much for all you do. We look forward to seeing you at one of our events, or your joining the Order and 
certainly, hearing from you.

Have a great Summer … 
Anita Lombardi Riley, President
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Grand Lodge of Maryland

Annual Crab Feast
August 27, 2023August 27, 2023

Rosedale GardensRosedale Gardens
1:00 pm -  5:00 pm1:00 pm -  5:00 pm

Music by the monaldisMusic by the monaldis
MenuMenu

Maryland Steamed CrabsMaryland Steamed Crabs
Fried ChickenFried Chicken
Beef Bar-b-queBeef Bar-b-que

Macaroni & Cheese Macaroni & Cheese 
Maryland Crab SoupMaryland Crab Soup

Corn on the CobCorn on the Cob
Oven Baked BeansOven Baked Beans

tickets are $60 per person

Vince Zaccaria 410.66.1276
Fran Transparenti 410.256.4372



Happy Birthday, OSIA! 

Thank you, Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro!
On June 7th, the OSIA (OSDIA) celebrated its 118th ANNIVERSARY! 
The OSIA is the oldest and largest Italian-American organization in the 
United States!

Vincenzo Sellaro was the founder of the Order Sons of Italy in Amer-
ica. He was born in 1868 in Polizzi Generosa in the province of Paler-
mo, Sicily. In 1895, he received his medical degree from the University 
of Naples. He immigrated to the United States in 1897 and settled in New York City. The following year, he 
completed his post-graduate courses at the Cornell Medical School and obtained a license to practice medicine 
in New York State.

He established his own private practice on Grand Street in the ‘Little Italy’ neighborhood in Manhattan. There 
he saw many Italian immigrants often placed in life threatening situations in hospitals because of the language 
barrier.

He later joined the AMA, conducted research on diabetes and cancer. He organized a school for midwives 
under the auspices of the New York City Health Board. This school eventually was merged with others into 
the famous School at Bellevue.  

He married Maria Lignante, from Naples. They had 3 children and their only son would later describe him as 
a loving father who provided a warm family life.

Vincenzo Sellaro became a naturalized citizen in 1904 and sent one-way steamship tickets to his two brothers 
and two sisters in Italy. His widowed father also came, but soon returned to Italy.

Dr. Sellaro conceived the idea of bringing ALL Italian Americans together in a single brotherhood organiza-
tion to help with jobs, housing, etc. His project took shape on June 7, 1905 during a meeting held at his home, 
attended by the lawyer Antonio Marzullo, pharmacist Ludovico Ferrari, sculptor Giuseppe Carlino and two 
barbers Pietro Viscardi and Roberto Merlo. Other meetings followed until the Order Sons of Italy in America 
(today OSDIA) was established and Dr. Sellaro became its National President! 

Since 2019, we are very proud and happy to say that there are two established OSIA lodges present in Italy 
today. One is in Rome and the other is in Palermo, Sicily. The OSIA, with a group of 20 or more (along with 
students studying in Italy) flew to Rome, then to Palermo to celebrate their being a part of the Order Sons of 
Italy in America.   

The OSIA is still helping people! The OSIA is very philanthropic and has donated over 
$170 million to various charities in the past 25 years. Scholarships are given each year 
to no less than 8 to 10 students from across the country. A re-constructed van is given 
to a veteran each year at the Nela Dinner and there is much, much more to brag about!!  

 Be Proud of The OSIA!

 We do Good Work!  
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SAVE THE SAVE THE 
DATE!!DATE!!

       

The Grand Lodge of  Maryland is back to celebrating 
OUR Italian-American hero at the 

Christopher Columbus Gala! 
Mark your calendar and come join us!

       

 WHEN:  Sunday, October 15, 2023
 WHERE: Columbus Gardens in Perry Hall, Maryland
 TIME:  2:00 pm – 6:00 pm   
 COST:  $85.00 per person

       

  We will be honoring OUR OWN Columbus,

DON CASTRONOVA
  who has always been there to help 

ALL Italian organizations as ‘our’ Columbus! 
Come celebrate Don! 

Call 410-781-0206 for more information.





CELEBRATING the FOURTH OF JULY 
is important!!! 

(Farmer’s Almanac)
The Fourth of July started Democracy as a way of government and human dignity as a way of life!  It’s America’s 
revolutionary Charter of Freedom and the document upon which the nation’s founding principles were established.

The Declaration of Independence is one of the most important documents in the history of the United States. 
It was an official act taken by all 13 American colonies in declaring independence from British rule.  

The document was originally written by Thomas Jefferson, but Benjamin Franklin and John Adams, 
along with Jefferson, then worked together to make changes to it.  

HERE IS THE WELL-KNOWN EXCERPT FROM THE DECLARATION (1776):

   “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all
   men are created equal, that they are endowed by
   their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 
   that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit
   of Happiness.”

FOURTH OF JULY HISTORY:
   Thomas Jefferson noted in his ‘Weather Memorandum
   Book’ that the weather was cloudy, temperature, 76 
   degrees F on July 4th.

   Both Thomas Jefferson and John Adams - both 
   signers, died on the 50th Anniversary of the adoption
   of the Declaration.

   Only 2 men signed the Declaration – John Hancock,        
   President of Congress and Charles Thompson, Secretary
   Of Congress.

   The Fourth of July was not declared a federal holiday until 1938.

   Written on the back of the Declaration of Independence –
   “Original Declaration of Independence dated 4th July 1776” –
   written upside down.  Many thought it was a Treasure Map
   as suggested in a move! 
 

   

   
   

 



THE GARIBALDI MEUCCI MUSEUM 
(Owned and operated by OSDIA)

I talk a lot about the Garibaldi Meucci Museum, but more than likely many of our members 
have never heard of it or know about it. So, believing that it is a proud source of information 
for Italian Americans (OSDIA members in particular), I thought it appropriate to supply a little 
information about the Museum. 

The Garibaldi Meucci Museum (GMM) was the home of inventor Antonio Meucci and the leg-
endary international hero, Guiseppe Garibaldi. The home was built in 1840 and was being 
rented at that time by Antonio and Ester Meucci. 

In 1850, Garibaldi arrived in New York seeking refuge. Antonio offered him the hospitality of 
his home, and they worked together in Meucci’s candle factory.  

In 1854, Garibaldi returned to Italy, leading military forces that would provide for the unifica-
tion of Italy and would win him worldwide fame! When Garibaldi died in 1882, a committee 
was formed to commemorate the hero’s stay at the house. In 1884, Meucci was present when a 
plaque was placed over the front door of the house honoring Garibaldi. After Meucci’s death, 
the house was then turned over to the Italian Community to be preserved as a memorial to 
General Giuseppe Garibaldi.   

The home is a National Historic Landmark located in Staten Island, NY, and is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. It is a 501 3c nonprofit organization that has been owned 
by the Sons of Italy Foundation (SIF) since 1919, and administered by the OSDIA Grand Lodge 
of New York. The OSDIA is the only Italian organization who has its own museum. It depends 
mostly on grants and donations. All donations are tax-deductible. 

In 1907, on the centennial of Garibaldi’s death, the house was moved to its present location. 

In 1919, the Garibaldi Society turned the house over to the Order Sons of Italy in America. 
The Order has restored and maintained the house ever since. The artifacts in the Museum were 
donations collected from around the world with the help of the Cultural Department of the 
Italian Embassy. 

The mission of the Museum is to collect, hold, own, maintain, preserve and exhibit histori-
cal objects and information relating to the lives of General Guiseppe Garibaldi and Antonio 
Meucci; promote an understanding of Italian American heritage and a positive image of Italian 
Americans; conduct educational, cultural and artistic programming designed to eliminate 
ethnic and racial prejudice for a diverse and growing present and future audience!

BE PROUD OF YOUR HERITAGE! 
 Italians and Italian Americans have given much to the world!



Andiamo! 
Meet the Marra, Maffei and 

Saracino families! At their little 
beach houses, it’s “toney vs 

Tony” for over 60 years! Read 
the stories by 14 co-authors 

and relive your own childhood 
vacations.

“The family stories also transported me to other times and other places. Several 
memories, feelings, and emotions about my childhood re-emerged. Dr. Marra 
has the skill and gift of telling stories in a way that we can all relate to regard-
less of where we are from.”  

- Gabriela Christie Toletti, Ph.D.

Southampton SummerS
Stories of Three Italian Families, Their Beach Houses, 

and The Five Generations That Enjoyed Them.
By Albert Marra

Check out Southampton Summers at Amazon.com or 
Barnesandnoble.com. For a signed copy, contact the author at 

SouthamptonSummers@gmail.com.

New Dominion Press
Norfolk, VA

 An Italian Blessing   
     May your life be like good wine, tasty, sharp and clear, 
 and like good wine, may it improve with every passing year. 

1. If you get a sunburn, 
restore your energy with 
salt tablets or hot tea, which  
will pep you up and cool 
you off as well as or better 
than a cold drink.  
2. A simple and harmless 
remedy for sunburn is to 
bathe your face in 
buttermilk. 
3. Grate potatoes 
and apply to sunburned 
skin. The starch will cool 
and soothe. 
4. Use Apple Cider vinegar 
(plain or diluted) to ease the 
sunburn.  
5. Apply ice or cold water. 
6. Dissolve Epsom salts or 
baking soda in water; apply 
to clean cloth and drape 
cloth over affected skin.  
7. Apply aloe vera or plain 
yogurt with live cultures, 
or coconut oil to the burn. 
8. Add some black or green 
tea to your bathwater to 
soothe the skin or pat 
sunburned skin with wet tea 
bags.    
9. Apply a compress of 
decocted witch hazel. 
10. If your sunburn is itchy 
instead of painful, try 
oatmeal to ease the itch.

Prevention is the 
best medicine!

GOOD OLE’ SUMMER TIME IS UPON US! 
Beware: “As the days begin to shorten, so the heat begins to scorch ‘em!” 

As good as the sun might feel on your skin (at the time) 
while you’re laying out sun bathing yourself, sunburns can be painful! 

To the right are a few fairly easy remedies for relief and treatment 
of sunburn from the Farmer’s Almanac:
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For over 37 years, the Fusco Financial Associates 
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That means our advisors offer: independent, 
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CONGRATULATIONS!CONGRATULATIONS!
SUPER RAFFLE SUPER RAFFLE 

WINNERSWINNERS

APRIL 2023APRIL 2023
1. 1. Denver HeifnerDenver Heifner
2. 2. Tom ZaccariaTom Zaccaria
3. 3. Sal CastorinaSal Castorina
4. 4. Denver HeifnerDenver Heifner
5. 5. Tim ColmusTim Colmus
6. 6. Henry GewontHenry Gewont
7. 7. Lucille KurtzLucille Kurtz
8. 8. Luca TomkowiakLuca Tomkowiak
9. 9. Brandi ZellhoferBrandi Zellhofer
10. 10. Peg FauberPeg Fauber
11. 11. Dylan WoodsDylan Woods
12. 12. Tony ZaccariaTony Zaccaria
13. 13. Nicholas FuhrNicholas Fuhr
14. 14. Tony ZaccariaTony Zaccaria
15. 15. Eva CarlucciEva Carlucci
16. 16. Kris RoederKris Roeder
17. 17. Steve DietrichSteve Dietrich
18. 18. Gloria SadowskiGloria Sadowski
19. 19. Gloria PearsonGloria Pearson
20. 20. Mary Ellen ArenaMary Ellen Arena
21. 21. Kathryn HandelmanKathryn Handelman
22. 22. Ronald RussoRonald Russo
23. 23. Alphonse TambascioAlphonse Tambascio
24. 24. Mia LucasMia Lucas
25. 25. Maureen EschbacherMaureen Eschbacher
26. 26. Ann AngelettiAnn Angeletti
27. 27. Trish WoodsTrish Woods
28. 28. Geoff  GambleGeoff  Gamble
29. 29. Joanne MarinikJoanne Marinik
30. 30. Suzanne Miller-CorsoSuzanne Miller-Corso

MARCH 2023MARCH 2023
1. 1. Chris MontcalmoChris Montcalmo
2. 2. Joey PalerminoJoey Palermino
3. 3. Mark GuzzoMark Guzzo
4. 4. Joanne McNicholJoanne McNichol
5. 5. Mary MaineMary Maine
6. 6. Mike TransparentiMike Transparenti
7. 7. Kirk MillerKirk Miller
8. 8. Mike BarbagalloMike Barbagallo
9. 9. Violet RileyViolet Riley
10. 10. Sandi ZitzerSandi Zitzer
11. 11. Joseph JohnsonJoseph Johnson
12. 12. Gina BarronGina Barron
13. 13. Brent ChismBrent Chism
14. 14. Tony HuckesteinTony Huckestein
15. 15. Kevin KorpismKevin Korpism
16. 16. Verna DietrichVerna Dietrich
17. 17. Jo PalerminoJo Palermino
18. 18. Amici Fratelli LodgeAmici Fratelli Lodge
19. 19. Pat BurelloPat Burello
20. 20. Rose ParcinRose Parcin
21. 21. Denise FuscoDenise Fusco
22. 22. Dominic Fornaro LodgeDominic Fornaro Lodge
23. 23. Ed PintoEd Pinto
24. 24. Denise BuccheriDenise Buccheri
25. 25. Gloria SadowskiGloria Sadowski
26. 26. Brendan RileyBrendan Riley
27. 27. Tina GugliottaTina Gugliotta
28. 28. Chris WittstadtChris Wittstadt
29. 29. Tracy ScagliariniTracy Scagliarini
30. 30. Chris LewisChris Lewis
31. 31. Tracy ScagliariniTracy Scagliarini

JANUARY 2023JANUARY 2023
1. 1. Phil BoncorePhil Boncore
2. 2. Catena SpiritosantoCatena Spiritosanto
3. 3. Larry BarronLarry Barron
4. 4. David MatthewsDavid Matthews
5. 5. Wells GambleWells Gamble
6. 6. Bob RadfordBob Radford
7. 7. Tom IacoboniTom Iacoboni
8. 8. Ron KahkasianRon Kahkasian
9. 9. Henry GewontHenry Gewont
10. 10. Vince ZaccariaVince Zaccaria
11. 11. Jennifer HeifnerJennifer Heifner
12. 12. Kathryn HandelmanKathryn Handelman
13. 13. Bessie LobatoBessie Lobato
14. 14. Janet PantaleoJanet Pantaleo
15. 15. Collin BalmadgesCollin Balmadges
16. 16. Rosemary GearRosemary Gear
17. 17. Tony FuscoTony Fusco
18. 18. John & Susan SchultzJohn & Susan Schultz
19. 19. Martin FuhrMartin Fuhr
20. 20. Rosine TumminelloRosine Tumminello
21. 21. Fritz & Peg FauberFritz & Peg Fauber
22. 22. Donna WallaceDonna Wallace
23. 23. Margaret RadfordMargaret Radford
24. 24. Chuck BreschiChuck Breschi
25. 25. Joseph MontcalmoJoseph Montcalmo
26. 26. Martin FuhrMartin Fuhr
27. 27. Teresa LenzenwegerTeresa Lenzenweger
28. 28. Lynn SorbaraLynn Sorbara
29. 29. Sal CastorinaSal Castorina
30. 30. Antonio Gatto LodgeAntonio Gatto Lodge
31. 31. Antonio Gatto LodgeAntonio Gatto Lodge

FEBRUARY 2023FEBRUARY 2023
1. 1. Carol CurranCarol Curran
2. 2. Katie RatiganKatie Ratigan
3. 3. Annapolis LodgeAnnapolis Lodge
4. 4. Roger WatersRoger Waters
5. 5. Joe GiacoponelloJoe Giacoponello
6. 6. Rosemary & Don RogersRosemary & Don Rogers
7. 7. Antonio Gatto LodgeAntonio Gatto Lodge
8. 8. Kevin FuscoKevin Fusco
9. 9. Joelle WardJoelle Ward
10. 10.  Marianne O'Neil Marianne O'Neil
11. 11. Frank LotmanFrank Lotman
12. 12. Alan FerraroAlan Ferraro
13. 13. Fran TransparentiFran Transparenti
14. 14. Joelle WardJoelle Ward
15. 15. Ronda & Kevin LaskoRonda & Kevin Lasko
16. 16. Curtis & Robbi FloodCurtis & Robbi Flood
17. 17. Mary MaioneMary Maione
18. 18. John PalerminoJohn Palermino
19. 19. Addilyn WallaceAddilyn Wallace
20. 20. Addilyn WallaceAddilyn Wallace
21. 21. Dominic Fornaro LodgeDominic Fornaro Lodge
22. 22. Russell ChalkerRussell Chalker
23. 23. Janet PantaleoJanet Pantaleo
24. 24. Bob & Carol TrauyBob & Carol Trauy
25. 25. Tony ZaccariaTony Zaccaria
26. 26. Jo SaundersJo Saunders
27. 27. Lynn BushLynn Bush
28. 28. Kyle ZellhoferKyle Zellhofer

MAY 2023MAY 2023
1. 1. Roxsnne SwartzRoxsnne Swartz
2. 2. JoAnn WardJoAnn Ward
3. 3. Kyle ZellhoferKyle Zellhofer
4. 4. Bessie LobatoBessie Lobato
5. 5. Joan PetersonJoan Peterson
6. 6. Jim GordonJim Gordon
7. 7. Frank BattagilioFrank Battagilio
8. 8. Paul VitalitiPaul Vitaliti
9. 9. Violet RileyViolet Riley
10. 10. Pat HoneysettPat Honeysett
11. 11. Amici Fratelli LodgeAmici Fratelli Lodge
12. 12. Joseph Montcalmo IIIJoseph Montcalmo III
13. 13. Arlene NunziatiArlene Nunziati
14. 14. Andrew MarraAndrew Marra
15. 15. Sal CastorinaSal Castorina
16. 16. Addilyn WallaceAddilyn Wallace
17. 17. Julie PiscopoJulie Piscopo
18. 18. Margaret RadfordMargaret Radford
19. 19. Ann AngelettiAnn Angeletti
20. 20. Al BreedingAl Breeding
21. 21. Mary AlbertaMary Alberta
22. 22. Colin RileyColin Riley
23. 23. Vincent MolliconeVincent Mollicone
24. 24. Frances CipriottiFrances Cipriotti
25. 25. Antonio Gatto LodgeAntonio Gatto Lodge
26. 26. Tyler HuckesteinTyler Huckestein
27. 27. Frank BattagilioFrank Battagilio
28. 28. Julia ColonnaJulia Colonna
29. 29. Joe BoncoreJoe Boncore
30. 30. Julia ColonnaJulia Colonna
31. 31. Mark RoederMark Roeder



PROVIDING PROTECTION LOCALLY
FOR ALMOST 30 YEARS
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Ask us how we can help you save on
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operated independent agency
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Maryland.
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residing in Harford county

Insurance with Care 
from the Heart of Bel Air
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as humanly possible and doing so 

at the lowest possible cost.

ASK US HOW WE CAN HELP 
YOU SAVE ON YOUR 

INSURANCE.

For More Information:

Tony “G” 
Giangiordano

AAG Insurance
438 S. Main Street

Bel Air, MD 21014-3920
infor@AAGinsurance.com

(410) 569-5800
Owner with over 50 years

residing in Harford County

OUR PROVIDERS
+  ERIE Insurance
+  AIC
+  Nationwide
+  American Modern
+  Chesapeake
+  Employee Insurance
+  BBSI
     (Chubb backed - 
     no audit WC option)
+  Encompass
+  Foremost
+  Frederick Mutual
+  Haggerty
+  Harford Mutual
+  Liberty Mutual
+  Progressive
+  State Auto
+  The Hartford
+  Traveler’s

AFFILIATIONS
 

Member Sons of Italy

Amici Fratelli Lodge 

Member of (SIAB) 
 

Society of Italian 
American Businessmen 

 
Providing protection 
locally for 30 years 

 
A dedicated staff of 10 
fully licensed agents


