
Ciao Everyone!

Hope you’re all well and …. hooray, Summer is  here!!  Can you believe it? 

Everything has been good with the Grand Lodge  – but, a little more quiet than usual.  In some cases, quiet is a good 
thing!

The Grand Lodge had its annual Bull/Oyster Roast in April.  It turned out well with lots of raw oysters to be had and 
the buffet menu was delicious.  Now, it’s time for our annual and much looking forward to “Crab Feast” to be held on 
Sunday, August 27 @ Rosedale Gardens.  It is always a great affair and well attended.   Mark the date on your calendar 
and see the flyer inside with more details.  

There are lots of pictures inside this newsletter from several of the Local Lodge events that took place the past few 
months.  Several of the Local Lodges have been busy – but, that is a good thing!  

Mike Castino, 1st VP of the Grand Lodge and also the president of the Harford County Lodge had the honor of present-
ing an award to singer Frankie Valli on behalf of the Grand Lodge of MD.  The award was given to Mr. Valli for his con-
stant “positive image” as an Italian American throughout his career.   Mr. Valli appeared at the Lyric Theatre in March.  
After the show Mike was given a backstage pass to meet and present the award.  Mr. Valli said he was honored and 
thanked the OSDIA Grand Lodge for this award.  (Mr. Valli just turned 90 years old but is still going strong – and Mike 
says he still sounds like the Valli of old!  Vince Zaccaria, our National Trustee and his son Tony were there, as well.) 

The Grand Lodge will be holding its annual Columbus Gala on Sunday, October 27 (our annual tribute to Christopher 
Columbus) and will be held at Rosedale Gardens.  Our “honoree” is Brother Santo Grasso – he is an Italian American 
whom I believe everyone in Little Italy, every Italian organization in Maryland and way beyond, knows!  I hope you will 
plan to attend to honor Santo for his hard work, dedication and a great example of an Italian American who loves his 
heritage!

Look on our website (osiamd.org) for our Local Lodge events coming up throughout the Summer and Fall.   Note: the 
annual Italian Heritage Festival that has taken place every October in Little Italy will take place in Towson this year.   
Watch for more details to follow.  

Meanwhile …. stay well and have a fun and happy Summer!   Thanks for all you do and much appreciated support!  

Anita Lombardi Riley 
President

Grand Lodge of MarylandGrand Lodge of Maryland
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Frankie Valli Honored
for positive representation

Mike Castino, First Vice President of the 
OSDIA Grand Lodge of Maryland and 
President of the Harford County Lodge, 
presented an award to Mr. Frankie Val-
li (The Four Seasons) on behalf of the 
Grand Lodge of Maryland after his perfor-
mance at the Lyric Theatre in Baltimore 
on March 24, 2024.
Mr. Valli was given the award for his 
positive and constant representation as 
an Italian American throughout his music 
and acting career. Mr. Valli just recently 
turned 90 years of age and is still going 
strong. He said that he was “extreme-
ly appreciative to receive the award and 
very grateful to the OSDIA Grand Lodge of 
Maryland for the recognition.”

Andiamo! 
Meet the Marra, Maffei and 

Saracino families! At their little 
beach houses, it’s “toney vs 

Tony” for over 60 years! Read 
the stories by 14 co-authors 

and relive your own childhood 
vacations.

“The family stories also transported me to other times and other places. Several 
memories, feelings, and emotions about my childhood re-emerged. Dr. Marra 
has the skill and gift of telling stories in a way that we can all relate to regard-
less of where we are from.”  

- Gabriela Christie Toletti, Ph.D.

Southampton SummerS
Stories of Three Italian Families, Their Beach Houses, 

and The Five Generations That Enjoyed Them.
By Albert Marra

Check out Southampton Summers at Amazon.com or 
Barnesandnoble.com. For a signed copy, contact the author at 

SouthamptonSummers@gmail.com.

New Dominion Press
Norfolk, VA

"The family stories also trans-
ported me to other times and 
other places. Several memories, 
feelings, and emotions about 
my childhood re-emerged. Dr. 
Marra has the skill and gift of 
telling stories in a way that we 
can all relate to regardless of 
where we are from."

Gabriela Christie Toletti, Ph.d.

Check out
Southampton Summers

at Amazon.com
or

BarnesandNoble.com

For a signed copy, 
contact the author at

SouthamptonSummers@ 
gmail.com



Crowds Pack Ocean City St. Joseph 
Day Festival Despite Weather

 Ocean City MD’s chapter of the Sons and Daughters of Italy had another successful St. Joseph’s 
Day Festival despite concerns about the impact of a spring storm that brought blustery winds and 
heavy rain to the resort city.
 Organizers were worried about the financial impact of the weather on the festival that took al-
most half a year to plan and manage, and which is the main fund raiser for the chapter’s charitable giv-
ing program. That’s because much of the festival’s attraction was its cornucopia of home-style Italian 
foods. The meatballs, sausages, ravioli, Cannoli, breads, pastries, deserts, wines and other beverages 
were already bought and paid for or cooked from scratch. Then there were the dozens of gift baskets 
and silent auction items filled with donations from local merchants. What do you do with them if no 
one showed up to buy raffle tickets or bid in the auction?
 The storm hit as forecast on the Saturday of the Festival, March 23, and anxiety was high before 
the Festival doors were opened. Would the storm keep festival goers at home, with the chapter having 
to eat the cost of food and beverages? That didn’t happen.
 The annual festival is so popular that every year it attracts well over a thousand guess who come 
for the food and to buy the basket raffle tickets or bid on silent auction items. Singing and dancing to 
Italian music every year adds to the festivities. They came this year also, despite the storm.
 Attendance was down from last year’s 1,600 plus, but not so much that the festival could not 
raise the money it needed to continue it’s charity program in 2024. The St. Joseph Day Festival was, 
once again, a success in Ocean City despite Mother Nature. 

In the kitchen two days 
before the festival, a full crew 

spent all day making 
home-made meatballs that 

were served with ravioli or on 
sub sandwiches.

The St. Joseph Day Festival 
designated eating area was 
packed all day with guests 
hungry for the large selection 
of Italian delicacies!
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Above all in SERVICESM

Enzo
Elio

Matteo 
Dante

Leonardo
Antonio

Emilio
Giovanni

Luca
Nico

Marco

Isabella
Mia

Arianna
Angelina

Elena
Gabriella

Luna
Liliana
Amara
Sienna
Lucia

Top Italian Names 
for babies in the U.S.

What is 
the Italian
version of

YOUR 
NAME?

Click here to find out!



In keeping with our mission to help 
the needy, elderly, and scholaships...
the Towson Dulaney OSDIA Board approved a $500 donation to Roxanne’s son, 
Ryan Schwartz who suffered a diving accident and is now a parapelegic. A check 
was presented to Roxanne at our meeting by Janice, Lil, Betty and Maryann. 
Johnny was present as well. Sincerely submitted by Filippo Caccamisi, Lodge 
President.



Towson Dulaney/ ACIM sponsor trip to Italian Embassy in D.C.
The Towson Dulaney OSDIA Lodge #2292 and the ACIM (American Citizens for Italian Mat-
ters) co-sponsored a bus trip to the Italian Embassy in Washington D.C. on Friday, May 3rd. 
The weather cooperated which made for a very pleasant day. We were surprised to see 
such a modern building. I think some of us were expecting to see something reminiscent of 
Roman architecture. All the materials for the building came from Italy. Except for the dome 
ceiling, which was built by Americans, everything else was built by Italians. There was a 
presentation made by three Italian representatives of the embassy including one diplomat. 
They spoke on the responsibilities and duties of the employees there. Afterwards, every-
one enjoyed a delicious lunch at Maggiano’s in Chevy Chase, Maryland.
Sincerely submitted by Fillipo Caccamisi, Lodge President



National OSDIA President, Michael Polo, attends
March OSDIA Grand Lodge of Maryland Council meeting.



Antonio Gatto Lodge 
Installation

NEW OFFICERS and COUNCIL MEMBERS
President ........................................................................................................Frank Ragone
Vice President ............................................................................................Dante DiCamillo
Past President  ................................................................................................ Art Minadeo
Treasurer .......................................................................................................Rico DiCamillo
Financial Secretary ....................................................................................... Steve Tedeschi
Orator ..........................................................................................................................Open
Recording Secretary ........................................................................................ Karen Spezio
Corresponding Secretary ................................................................................... MJ Bagileo
Head Trustee .................................................................................................. Lou Sacchetti
Trustees ...................................................................................................Vincent DiCamillo
..............................................................................................................Rosanna Ottenstein
...........................................................................................................................Jo Saunders
.................................................................................................................... Tracy Scagliarini

ARBITRATION COMMISSION
Member .................................................................................................... Dante Antonioni
Member .............................................................................................................Guy Burgio
Member .................................................................................................. Camillo DiCamillo

OSDIA Grand Lodge of Maryland President, Anita Lombardi-Riley standing to the far left with FrankRagone, President 
of the Antonio Gatto Lodge, to her left and Mike Castino, First Vice President of the OSDIA Grand Lodge of Maryland 
and President of the Harford County Lodge, behind them both.
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Congratulations Super Raffle winners!

 MARCH 2024 APRIL 2024

 MAY 2024

Marilyn Bush
Joseph Johnson
Michael Barbagallo
Kris Roeder
Dylan Woods
John Zohlen
Kris Roeder
Julia Colonna
Gina Franchi
Bart Gewont
Andy Esposito
Donna Wallace
Armando Grazioso
Joe Boncore
Steven Dietrich
Curtis Flood

Jean Temple
Nick Bartolomeo
Karen O’Leary
Mark Guzzo
A. M. Romeo
Jerry Kerner Sr.
Zack Woods
Alan Ferraro
Joe Riley
Verna Dietrich
Don & Rosemary Rogers
David Scardino
Casi Lombardi
Mae Hoffman
Casi Lombardi

Phil Caccamisi
Nykolas Ludwigsew
Jan Chance
Anita Riley
Joe LeCompte
Donna Wallace
Nick & MJ Bagileo
Janet Pantaleo
Nicholas Fuhr
Rose Marcin
David Matthews
Joe Portera
Katie Ratigan
Phyllis & Tim Bolling
Anne Dobbs
Bill Martin

Rose Marcin
Lorenzo & Emilio Nunziati
Michael Conn
Stephanie Donahue
Josie Spezio
Loretta Lombardi
Karen O’Leary
Sue Ann Baietti
Anthonly Olmo
Frank Panessa
Michael Conn
Volet Riley
Jean Delcher

Zach Woods
Don & Rosemary Rogers
Mary Jo Nadeau
Brian Andzik
John Zohlen
Dan Guay
Joyce DiPietro
Tony Zaccaria
Brendan Riley
Janice Colmus
Desiree Morazzano
Mick Riley
Kimberly Scolaro
Henry Gewont
John Zohlen
Tommy & Bea Thomas

Marianne O’Neil
NAncy Stasko
Leo & hania Romeo
Gino Zazzetta
Blake Spurlin
Mary Maione
Michael Brown
Kevin Cox
Tony Huckestein
John Zohlen
Jo Saunders
Ginny Gerech
Barbara Loffler
Amici Fratelli Lodge
Anita Riley

Mary Maione
Joe Rondinelli
Dan Zaccagnini
Stephanie Donahue
Mary Jane Cambria
Mary Maione
Anthony Olmo
Phil Caccamisi
Joe Portera
Vince Piscopo
Jerry Kerner
Catena Spiritsanto
Joe Traino
Jo Saunders
Donna Wallace 
Gary Honeysett
Cassie Emmett

Kevin Korpiz
Tina Wittstadt
Gary Molino
Theresa Puher
Don Dalphonse
Natalie Toefield
Franco Ranieri
Cindy Spurlin
Jim Reda
Tresa Petrecca
Franco Ranieri
Biagio Isgro
Gina Raab
Armando Graziosi

Anita Nucci
Rose Nadden
Marti Quinn
Angela Farrell
JoAnn Ward
JoAnn Ward
Dan Zaccagnini
Andrew Marra
Noah Roeder
Tom Iacoboni
Largo Wittstadt
Frank Lotman
Ali Sliwka
Bonni Wittstadt
Alan Ferraro
Frances Bosi

Gloria Sadowski
Kristen Marra
Brendan Riley
Florence Guidara
Bob & Carol Traux
Donna Potenza
Katie Ratigan
Frank Ragone
Sharon Cramer
Joan McCurdy
Eleanor Marano
Loretta Lombardi
Steve Moore
Mary Arena

Italy Trivia Round 1: 
General Knowledge About Italy

1. What is the capital of Italy?
2. What is the famous tower in Pisa called?
3. What cup size, meaning “thirty” in Italian, was introduced 

by Starbucks in 2011 for 31-ounce cold beverages?
4. What is the largest island in the Mediterranean Sea 

and a region of Italy?
5. How do you say “hello” in Italian?
6. How do you say “thank you” in Italian?
7. What is the name of the sea that lies to the east of Italy?
8. Which country that lies to the north of Italy?
9. Which country that lies to the northwest of Italy?
10. How do you say “goodbye” in Italian?
11. How do you say “cheers” in Italian?
12. How do you say “excuse me” in Italian?
13. The international airport in Venice is named in honor 

of which locally-born explorer and writer?
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Providing protection 
locally for 30 years 

 
A dedicated staff of 10 
fully licensed agents


