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Buon Natale e Felice Anno to all my Brothers and Sisters!

I hope everyone is doing well.  Hard to believe the Christmas holiday is here!  I wish you a fun Christmas and 
good health in the New Year.  The Grand Lodge of Maryland has had a good year!  Now is the time I get to thank 
everyone for their help and support.   I do it with pleasure!

I begin with a great big THANKS to the Executive Officers and Trustees.  They are a wonderful group of people 
with whom to work!  Their support means a lot to me and their focus is always on making the Grand Lodge of 
Maryland a success in everything we do. 

Thanks goes to our Executive Secretary Loretta Butta Joyner.  She is always there for me and never says she is 
not able or can’t do something.  She either knows it or will find a way to get it done.  

Thanks to Lauren DeFeo, Editor of the il Giornale newsletter.  She graciously agreed to take over when Sister 
Wanderling had to resign.  Lauren does a great job for us in keeping the il Giornale looking good every issue, but 
most important, lends her expertise to something I know nothing about doing!  

A big THANKS to our ADVERTISERS.  I so much appreciate their support.  If any of them can help YOU in your 
endeavor to secure what they have to offer, please do so.  In case you haven’t  noticed, they are ALL Italian-Amer-
icans!

Thanks to Mike and Fran Transparenti.  WOW!  Without them, what would I do?  Same goes for Dan Longo, our 
Webmaster to whom I like to refer as my ‘tech guru’!  

For the past many months, we have been holding ‘in-person’ meetings, but also allowing those unable to come 
in-person due to distance, etc., the opportunity to participate.  For that, I need to recognize Judge Ed Angeletti, 
Mike Castino and Tony Montcalmo who puts the zoom part of the meetings altogether for us.  Most recently, I 
will add Sue Palamara’s name to that list.  THANKS to all of them!  

Thanks goes to Vince Zaccaria who put together two (2) very successful events – our Bull/Oyster Roast and our 
Crab Feast – for the Grand Lodge this year.  Did one heck of a job!

Thanks to Rosalie Ranieri and Frances Cipriotti for the great job done for the past 9 years on our Heritage Day 
@ Ripken Stadium that recognizes ALL of the scholarship recipients – from the Grand Lodge as well as all local 
lodges.   It’s a fun day and the students are recognized.   

SPECIAL thanks to ALL Local Lodge Presidents!  
                                                                                                             (President’s Letter continued on the top of page 6)                                                                                                                                               



Maryland  Lodges & Executives 
Amici e Fratelli 

Lodge #2673
President John Dibattista

jdargentibizgroup@aol.com

Annapolis 
Lodge #2225

President Ray Gamble
hrgamble@gmail.com

Antonio Gatto 
Lodge #2459

President Frank Ragone
frank@paisantime.com 

Belair Road 
Lodge #2265

President Martin Fuhr
the_one08@hotmail.com

Dominic Fornaro
Lodge #2475

President Casi Lombardi
octoberapril11@verizon.net

Dundalk
Lodge #2236

President Theresa Ferrante
ferrantetheresa@comcast.net

.Forty West
Lodge #2266

Acting President 
Ken Harness

 vze1r7rb@verizon.net

Harford County
Lodge #2464

President Mike Castino
paisan@comcast.net

Little Italy 
Lodge #2286

President Albert Marra
albertusmagnus2@yahoo.com

Montgomery County 
Lodge #2288

President Mike Bertocchi
mike1970@aol.com

Ocean City
Lodge #2474

President Vincent Mollicone
vinniem1@comcast.net

Towson/Dulaney
Lodge #2292

President Filipo Caccamisi
cameophoto@aol.com

State Officers
Anita Lombardi Riley...................................................................................................................................................................................President
Anthony Montcalmo..............................................................................................................................................................First Vice President
Louis F. Marzullo...............................................................................................................................................................Second Vice President
Rosalie Ranieri........................................................................................................................................................................ Third Vice President
France A. Cipriotti.........................................................................................................................................................Immediate Past President
Michael Transparenti.....................................................................................................................................................................................Orator
Vacant...................................................................................................................................................................................... Recording Secretary
Susann Palamara.....................................................................................................................................................................Financial Secretary
Fran Transparenti......................................................................................................................................................................................Treasurer

State Trustees At Large
Arline Panaggio, Head Trustee...................................................................................................................................................Towson Dulaney
Carol Rossi Conn..................................................................................................................................................................Montgomery County
Imelda Liberatore............................................................................................................................................................. Harford County Lodge
Mike Petrecca............................................................................................................................................................................. Belair Road Lodge
Jo Saunders........................................................................................................................................................................... Antonio Gatto Lodge
Tony Walmsley..............................................................................................................................................................................Little Italy Lodge

State Arbitration Commission
John Barbo......................................................................................................................................................................................Annapolis Lodge
Teresa Donnelly...........................................................................................................................................................................Little Italy Lodge
Vic Lombardi.......................................................................................................................................................................Dominic Fornaro Lodge
Robert Taylor...............................................................................................................................................................................Little Italy Lodge
Sue Walmsley.................................................................................................................................................................................Little Italy Lodge
Giovanni Evans (alternate).............................................................................................................................................Towson Dulaney Lodge
Tina Wittstadt (alternate)...................................................................................................................................................... Belair Road Lodge

National Delegates
Mike Transparenti...................................................................................................................................................................... Belair Road Lodge
Vince Zaccaria...............................................................................................................................................................................Little Italy Lodge
Anthony Montecalmo.................................................................................................................................................................Little Italy Lodge

National Trustee
Vincent Zaccaria..........................................................................................................................................................................Little Italy Lodge

Past State Presidents
Edward J. Angeletti......................................................................................................................................................... Harford County Lodge
Frances A. Cipriotti.................................................................................................................................................................. Belair Road Lodge
Anita Lombardi Riley........................................................................................................................................................Dominic Fornaro Lodge
Daniel J. Longo................................................................................................................................................................. Harford County Lodge
Frank J. Panessa............................................................................................................................................................................Annapolis Lodge
Vincent Zaccaria................................................................................................................................................................Zaccaria-Sestili Lodge

For more information please visit our new website: 
www.osiamd.org



Tony “G” Giangiordano
AAG Insurance 
438 S Main St 
Bel Air, MD 21014-3920
info@AAGinsurance.com

410-569-5800

Discounts, rates and coverages vary by state and are subject to eligibility and applicable rates and rules.  
Go to erieinsurance.com for company licensure and territory information. S1693 10/15

Save when you insure your home and auto with ERIE.
Ask about ERIE’s multi-policy and other available discounts. 
See what you might save. Call us for a quote today.

Some things 
just belong together



AN ITALIAN-AMERICAN INDIAN!  What?  Who knew?
	 I happened upon an article written in the PRIMO Magazine in 2019 and thought I’d 
share it with you, finding it very interesting. I had no clue – seeing him many, many times on 
screen and never knowing.  He was known as “Iron Eyes Cody.” If you enjoyed westerns from
a long time ago, you most surely know his face!  
	 He played the part of a Native American Indian in the silent film era and up until 1990. 
He made five films with Gary Cooper, among dozens more, and hundreds of TV shows too 
numerous to mention.
	 He was born in 1904 and named Espera Oscar DeCorti.  He was the son of Francesca 
Salpietra and Antonio DeCorti – both Italian immigrants from Sicily who settled in Kaplan, 
Louisiana.  Other than his family and friends back home in Louisiana, along with his known 
‘open secret’ in Hollywood, just about everyone thought him to be an authentic and real 
Native American until exposed by a curious film historian in 1996. (He did try to legitimize 
his reason in his autobiography.)
	 He changed his name to Cody – which wasn’t unusual for actors and actresses to change 
their names, but the article says Iron Eyes “took it (his name change) to a whole new level”.  
	 He met and married a Native American woman (Bertha Parker), adopted two Native 
American boys and from then on asserted the American Indian ancestry. Thus, it seems, he 
became one. 
	 He was making a film in New York forty plus years ago and was approached by an 
agent for the anti-litter organization ‘Keep America Beautiful’ campaign.  He signed a 5-year 
contract to work for them and made television history with his famous ‘tear’ anti-littering/ 

pollution commercial in 1971. (Do you remember it? 
I do. I can see it now.)  He initially refused to do the 
commercial because he said, “Indians don’t cry.” 
Some claim that Lady Bird Johnson persuaded him. 
By doing that commercial, he helped to improve 
people’s attitude about the Native American Indian. 
	 He received Cleo Awards for his outstanding 
anti-littering/pollution commercials over the years, 
but ‘the tear’ commercial is still listed as one of the best 
commercials ever on television.
	 Iron Eyes Cody was active in the Boy Scouts and 
local Indian activities for many years.  He wrote several 
books about the Native American Indian and his 1982 
autobiography – 
“Iron Eyes: My Life as a Hollywood Indian.” 
	 There is a lot more to this Italian American who 
seems to have had an amazing life. Who knew? 
Did you?  Not me.  No clue. Iron Eyes Cody died on 
January 4, 1999 at the age of 94.  



I  SHARPEN, RENT and SELL:
Knives, Saws, Scissors, & Garden Tools

Frank’s Cutlery Service
 “The Sharpest Guy in Town”

	 Call for Appointment
	   Frank J. Monaldi, Sr.
	            443-275-7144
	            410-908-NIFE	                         	
	 (6433)        	         8221 Carrbridge Court
        	         Towson, Maryland 21204
Most items sharpened while you wait!

Andiamo! 
Meet the Marra, Maffei and 

Saracino families! At their little 
beach houses, it’s “toney vs 

Tony” for over 60 years! Read 
the stories by 14 co-authors 

and relive your own childhood 
vacations.

“The family stories also transported me to other times and other places. Several 
memories, feelings, and emotions about my childhood re-emerged. Dr. Marra 
has the skill and gift of telling stories in a way that we can all relate to regard-
less of where we are from.”  

- Gabriela Christie Toletti, Ph.D.

Southampton SummerS
Stories of Three Italian Families, Their Beach Houses, 

and The Five Generations That Enjoyed Them.
By Albert Marra

Check out Southampton Summers at Amazon.com or 
Barnesandnoble.com. For a signed copy, contact the author at 

SouthamptonSummers@gmail.com.

New Dominion Press
Norfolk, VA

              LFS LOMBARDI FINANCIAL SERVICES
Victor L. Lombardi, AAMS, MBA

Financial Advisor
156 Woodhaven Drive	 Phone: 717-549-2297
Gettysburg, PA 17325	 Cell: 410.294.6010

vlombardi@ae.cadaretgrant.com
INVESTMENTS • INSURANCE • ANNUITIES • RETIREMENT PLANS 

EDUCATION SAVINGS • LTC • FINANCIAL PLANNING
Accredited Asset Management Specialist™ and AAMS®

are registered service marks of the College for Financial Planning®
Securities and Advisory Services offered through Cadaret, Grant & Co., Inc., 

a Registered Investment Advisor and member FINRA/SIPC. LFS Lombardi FInan-
cial Services and Cadaret, Grant & Co., Inc. are separate entities. 

OSJ: 100 Madison Street, Suite 1300, Syracuse, NY 13202  (315)471-2191



(President’s Letter continued from page 1)                                                                          
Their support means a lot to me and the Grand Lodge. Being a president of a lodge can sometimes be stressful.  
These presidents have done a wonderful job in wanting their lodge to be successful.  Several of the lodges have 
added many new members this past year through hard work and love of their heritage!

We have a new State Chaplain – Fr. Andrew DeFusco.  Fr. Greg Rapisarda had to resign due to new pastoral 
assignments that will take up too much of his time to continue.  THANK you to Fr. Rapisarda for his support and 
guidance over the past few years.  

I SINCERELY THANK ALL THE ‘MEMBERS’ OF THE OSDIA.  Without you, there would be no OSIA Grand Lodge of 
Maryland.  You are ‘celebrating’ your heritage by being/becoming a member of the Order.  I HOPE that you will 
reach out to other family members and friends (‘social’ member) to celebrate their heritage along with us, so 
that we can continue the OSDIA for years to come!   Grazie tante!

Have a very MERRY CHRISTMAS and a HAPPY, HEALTHY 2023!  
God Bless ….

Fraternally and fondly, 
Anita Lombardi Riley 

WHERE DID “JIMINY CHRISTMAS” COME FROM?
As the story goes, ‘Jimmy Christmas’ or ‘Jiminy Christmas’ is a direct reference to Jesus 
Christ and dates back to 1664, when it was first recorded as ‘Gemini’, a twist on the Latin 
phrase Jesu domini. The name of the Walt Disney character Jiminy Cricket was probably 
Based on this phrase!

WHY DO SOME PEOPLE USE ‘XMAS’? 
The answer might surprise you! No, it’s not because people were too lazy to write 
‘Christmas’.  In the Greek language used by the early Church, the letter “C” for Christ 
or Christos was the letter ‘chi’ or ‘X” (pronounced ‘key’).  Christ’s name was often 
represented with the first two letters of the name ‘Christos’ – ‘chi’ and ‘rho.’  
This looks like an X with a small ‘p’ on top.  

WHY DO WE DECORATE CHRISTMAS TREES? 
Evergreen trees have been a traditional symbol of winter festivals for thousands of years, 
well before Christianity.  Plants and trees that remained green all year had a special 
significance for people who lived in cold winter climates.

Ancient people hung evergreen boughs over their doors and windows. 
Some believed that evergreens kept witches, ghosts, evil spirits and illness away.

Romans decorated evergreen trees with trinkets and 
topped them with an image of their Sun god at festivals 
of Saturnalia.	

Christians started using evergreen as a symbol about 
400 years ago in Germany as a sign of everlasting life 
with God.		



VINCE PISCOPO & ASSOCIATES

PERRY HALL INSURANCE BROKER, INC.
Auto  •  Home  •  Business  •  Life  •  Health  •  Bonds

VINCE PISCOPO
Principal

9407 Belair Road 410-529-6354 ext. 202
Baltimore, MD 21236 Cell: 410-274-9279
 Fax: 410-29-5769

Mailing Address: PO Box 159, Perry Hall, MD 21128
vince@perryhallinsurance.com  •  www.perryhallinsurance.com



SUPER RAFFLE WINNERSSUPER RAFFLE WINNERS

OCTOBEROCTOBER
1	1	 Anthony PalerminoAnthony Palermino
2	 Franco Ranieri2	 Franco Ranieri
3	 Mike Cardamone3	 Mike Cardamone
4	 J. Martin Fuhr	4	 J. Martin Fuhr	
5	 Phyllis Bolling5	 Phyllis Bolling
6	 Leo Romeo6	 Leo Romeo
7	 Glenn Graziano7	 Glenn Graziano
8	 J & R Montcalmo8	 J & R Montcalmo
9	 Henry Gewont9	 Henry Gewont
10	 Susanna Wittstadt10	 Susanna Wittstadt
11	 Joe Portera11	 Joe Portera
12	 Carol Conn12	 Carol Conn
13	 Robyn Nolker13	 Robyn Nolker
14	 Henry Hewont14	 Henry Hewont
15	 Rosemary Gear15	 Rosemary Gear
16	 Loretta Lombardi16	 Loretta Lombardi
17	 Tom Iacoboni17	 Tom Iacoboni
18	 Mary Malone18	 Mary Malone
19	 Gary L. Molino19	 Gary L. Molino
20	 Camillo DiCamillo20	 Camillo DiCamillo
21	 Martha Calabrese	21	 Martha Calabrese	
22	 Lillian Laird22	 Lillian Laird
23	 Mike Petrecca23	 Mike Petrecca
24	 Marni Wybierala24	 Marni Wybierala
25	 Joe Riley25	 Joe Riley
26	 Gary Honeysett26	 Gary Honeysett
27	 Cindy Spurlin27	 Cindy Spurlin
28	 Catherine Roberts28	 Catherine Roberts
29	 Mike Cardamone29	 Mike Cardamone
30	 Dominique Dillenoiger30	 Dominique Dillenoiger
31	 Rob Urick31	 Rob Urick

SUPER RAFFLE WINNERSSUPER RAFFLE WINNERS

NOVEMBERNOVEMBER
1	1	 Don ForcinoDon Forcino
2	 Violet Riley	2	 Violet Riley	
3	 Maira Riley3	 Maira Riley
4	 Gerald Pantaleo4	 Gerald Pantaleo
5	 Wells Gamble5	 Wells Gamble
6	 Chris Lewis6	 Chris Lewis
7	 JoAnne Narinik	7	 JoAnne Narinik	
8	 Steve Moore8	 Steve Moore
9	 Dominic Fornaro Lodge9	 Dominic Fornaro Lodge
10	 Mike Conn10	 Mike Conn
11	 Mike Transparenti11	 Mike Transparenti
12	 Don Forcino	12	 Don Forcino	
13	 Brent Chism	13	 Brent Chism	
14	 Al Hansen14	 Al Hansen
15	 Angela Kurek	15	 Angela Kurek	
16	 Dan Zaccagnini	16	 Dan Zaccagnini	
17	 Larry Folk17	 Larry Folk
18	 Bonnie Fold18	 Bonnie Fold
19	 Kris Roeder	19	 Kris Roeder	
20	 Elisa Petragnani20	 Elisa Petragnani
21	 Imelda Liberat21	 Imelda Liberat
22	 David Ashby22	 David Ashby
23	 Henry Crusse23	 Henry Crusse
24	 Branden Hethcoat24	 Branden Hethcoat
25	 Al Hansen25	 Al Hansen
26	 Andrew Esposito26	 Andrew Esposito
27	 Dylan Woods27	 Dylan Woods
28	 James Conigland28	 James Conigland
29	 Bart Gewont29	 Bart Gewont
30	 Rosina Tumminello30	 Rosina Tumminello

CONGRATULATIONS!CONGRATULATIONS!
Newsletters are 

always more 
enjoyable if they 
contain human 
interest stories.

We had a whopper 
in the Fall issue,

but it would be SO 
much better 

 if we had one in 
EVERY issue!

Please think about 
sharing a story,

short or long, 
which describes 
an interesting 

event or situation.
It can be serious, 
funny or both. 

It must stimulate 
an emotion 

in our readers.
They may be able 

to identify or 
sympathize with, 
fantasize about or 
criticize the story...
but it moved them 

in some way!
Photographs are 

welcome. Ridicule is 
not. Be courageous. 
Try your hand at a 

little writing.
There is a story-teller 
in every one of you 
out there reading 

this right now!

laurenlovestoride@gmail.com

2023 SUPER RAFFLE TICKETS ARE HERE!
dolcevitaap@verizon.net or mikeandfrant@verizon.net
All proceeds benefit the OSIA Scholarship Fund

Makes a great gift!



Look familiar?

It’s Struffoli!
A NEOPOLITAN CHRISTMAS DESSERT

INGREDIENTS:
9 oz. Flour						      Pinch of Salt
1 Egg and 1 Yolk					     Dry White Wine
2 oz. Butter						     Honey
4 tblsp. Sugar					     Chopped Almonds (Optional)
Grated peel  ½ Orange & Lemon
		
DIRECTIONS: 
Blend the flour with the egg, butter, 1 tablespoon of sugar, the grated peel and salt. 
Shape dough into thin rods size and shape of a pencil.
Then, cut the rods into pieces about 6-7 inches long or roll them in a shape of a small ball.

Fry them in hot oil, a few at a time, until golden brown.
Drain them on a paper towel and allow them to cool.

In a saucepan, heat the honey with the remaining 3 tablespoons of sugar. 
Add a little water, if necessary, stir and bring to a boil. 
Add the chopped almonds and the fried Struffoli, stirring until they are covered with the 
honey mixture.



PROVIDING PROTECTION LOCALLY
FOR ALMOST 30 YEARS

MEMBER OF SONS OF  ITALY
AMICI FRATELLI
MEMBER OF (SIAB) SOCIETY OF
ITALIAN AMERICAN BUSINESSMAN

A DEDICATED STAFF OF 10 FULLY
LICENSED AGENTS

HARFORD COUNTY'S
INSURANCE AGENCY

OUR PROVIDERS

+  ERIE Insurance
+  AIC
+  Nationwide
+  American Modern
+  Chesapeake Employee Insurance
+  BBSI - 
+  Encompass
+  Foremost
+  Frederick Mutual
+  Haggerty
+  Harford Mutual
+  Liberty Mutual
+  Progressive
+  State Auto
+  The Hartford
+  Traveler's

COME SAVE WITH US

We are an independent agency
providing our policyholders with as
near perfect protection, as near
perfect service, as is humanly possible,
and doing so at the lowest possible
cost

Ask us how we can help you save on
your insurance.

ABOUT US

We are a locally owned and
operated independent agency
located in the heart of Bel Air,
Maryland.

For More Information :
Tony "G" Giangiordano
(410) 569-5800
info@aaginsurance.com
AAGInsurance.com

Owner with over 50 years
residing in Harford county

Insurance with Care 
from the Heart of Bel Air

(Chubb backed - no audit WC option)



This holiday season, why not bring a taste of Italy to your entertaining?
CHIANTI CLASSICO: In Italy, Sangiovese grapes are prevalent and highly prized for their acid structure, tannins and aromas 

of dark cherries. A Chianti Classico must include at least 80% Sangiovese. Look for the iconic black rooster (Gallo Nero) on the 
label to find a true Chianti Classico. This wine pairs well with tomato-based dishes and Pecorino cheese.

Toscolo Chianti Classico (2018) is medium bodied with a full ruby color and aroma 
of blueberry and blackberry, cassis, chocolate, mocha and incense.

Another lovely choice is Isole e Olena Chianti Classico (2019). This medium-bodied red is perfumed with berries, forest floor 
and baking spice, and its juicy palate features ripe Morello cherry, crushed raspberry, white pepper and star anise.

Don’t miss the ripe and juicy Cavaliere D’Oro Chianti Classico (2017) with black cherry, walnut and slight mushroom character.

BRUNELLO
Brunello di Montalcino, sometimes called the king of wines, contains 100% Brunello-Sangiovese grapes. 

The Brunello grape has a thicker skin and darker color than Sangiovese, with more complexity. 
This sophisticated wine pairs well with food, especially grilled meats.

One very special wine to try is Il Poggione Brunello Di Montalcino (2017). With notes of cherries, 
potpourri, dark tobacco, licorice, shrubs and intense smoky hints, it has just the right freshness and finish.

SUPER TUSCAN
Super Tuscans are an unofficial category of Tuscan wines, which came about when producers, aiming for a unique quality, 
deviated from Chianti regulations by adding other grapes, such as Merlot. The result is a quality wine with a cult following.

Podere Grattamacco Bolgheri Rosso (2020) is a blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc, Merlot and 10% Sangiovese. 
Silky, layered and light, you’ll taste hints of blueberry, menthol, licorice, pine and cinnamon.

AMARONE
Amarone is a rich red wine made from Valpolicella grapes grown in the Veneto region. The grapes are dried before being 

pressed, which concentrates the sugar and typically results in a higher alcohol content. Amarone ages well and can be truly 
spectacular. Zenato Amarone (2017) is an Amarone della Valpolicella Classico. 

It is silky with a bit of cinnamon, cacao, black raspberry and balsam herbs.

MEATS
Antipasti, per favore! Try a mix of salami, mortadella and prosciutto, for starters.

CHEESES 
Recommendations: The nutty flavored Marieke Gouda, aged 9-12 months, and from Carr Valley Cheese, the mixed-milk 

Menage, the subtle chocolate flavor in Cocoa Cardona, soft Fontina, sharp Cheddar and Swiss-style Gruyere.

GARNISHES
For a scrumptious snack, serve a mix of red, black and green olives, such as the meaty but mild Castelvetrano of Sicily. Add 
small bowls of Italian hazelnuts and almonds. For more color and sweetness, add fresh berries, dried apricots and dates.

BREAD AND OIL
Serve slices of crusty Italian bread with a tasty olive oil for dipping, and crispy Patti Grissini Italian Breadsticks, 

which are easy to eat and fun to crunch.




