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Letter from our President 
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I hope the New Year is treating you well so far and your holiday season was a happy one! Hard to 
believe we’re already into the second month of 2023. Wishing you a happy healthy year to come.

The OSIA Grand Lodge of Maryland had a good 2022. We had two (2) successful and well attended 
events chaired by Brother Vince Zaccaria: our Oyster/Bull Roast and Crab Feast. Look for the flyer in this 
newsletter and details about the 2023 Bull/Oyster Roast on March 26th. Hopefully you will join us!  

I’ve been working on a bus trip in April for the Scholarship Fund. We will be going to New York City (day 
trip) to visit the Garibaldi-Meucci Museum – the museum is owned and operated by the OSIA and is 
located on Staten Island - then on to the 911 Memorial – followed by lunch at Puglia’s Restaurant in NY’s 
Little Italy section. Please see flyer in this issue. If interested, give the office a call or e-mail me at dolcev-
itaap@verizon.net. Cost: $149.00 per person.

As an FYI, we are proceeding with the ‘Columbus Gala’ honoring Christopher Columbus in October that 
the OSIA Grand Lodge has held for many years until ‘that virus’ kept us (and other organizations) from 
doing much of anything. I believe we’re back on track and it’s time to ‘celebrate’ Columbus outloud again! 
Look for information to come and hopefully you will attend and celebrate with us.  

Look for information to come about other Grand Lodge events, as well as Local Lodge events. Go to our 
website (osiamd.org) - click on the ‘events’ link and it will show you what the GL or the Local lodges are 
planning for the year.    

Look around to your family and friends (Social Member) for ‘membership.’ Becoming a member is a great 
way to show your support and pride in your heritage and participate whenever it presents itself.    

The il Giornale Editor Lauren DeFeo (osiapublisher@gmail.com) is always looking (and asking) for 
information about lodge events, personal events, pictures, celebrations, family events, etc. to place in 
the newsletter. The membership enjoys reading all of those things. Forward your items to her for the next 
issue.

I look forward to a good year for the OSIA Grand Lodge of MD and for all Local lodges. Thanks so much 
for your support and all that you do for the Order Sons of Italy, Grand Lodge of Maryland.

Anita Lombardi Riley 
President

http://www.osiamd.org
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26, 2023 

• 1 Meal at Puglia’s in Little Italy  
• Garibaldi-Meucci Museum 
• National 9/11 Memorial Museum 
• Taxes and meal gratuities 
• Motorcoach transportation 

FOR INFORMATION AND RESERVATIONS CONTACT: 

SONS OF ITALY 
GRAND LODGE MARYLAND 

Anita L. Riley 
5887 Pawtucket Ln. 

Eldersburg, MD 21784 
(410) 781-0206 

PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

$149.00 per person  

NNEEWW  YYOORRKK  CCIITTYY  
Featuring the GARIBALDI MUSEUM 

& 9/11 MEMORIAL MUSEUM  

26 E. Lancaster Avenue, Reading PA 19607 * 610-775-5000 * 800-437-2323 *  www.whitestartours.com  



SHROVE TUESDAY 
(also known as Fat Tuesday, Mardi Gras and Pancake Day) 
 I don’t remember everything I was taught in grammar school and I certainly didn’t remem-
ber the official name of  the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday, either.   I never knew of  some of  
the traditions that occurred on Shrove Tuesday as listed below.  I don’t remember any of  these 
traditions as part of  our Shrove Tuesday growing up -  traditions that took place many, many 
years ago (in the old days) and could possibly still take place in other countries today. 
 Shrove Tuesday is celebrated on the eve of  Ash Wednesday.  It marks winter’s end and the 
beginning of  Lent.  It is a day of  penitence – to clean the soul before Lent -  and a day of  celebra-
tion as the last chance to feast before Lent begins.
 Most people would know Shrove Tuesday as Fat Tuesday that is celebrated at Mardi Gras 
in New Orleans.  It’s the Christian festival that the family enjoys most.  ‘Shrove’ is derived from 
the word ‘shrive’ or confess.  In shriving, a person confesses their sins and receives absolution 
for them.  (I would need more than one Tuesday!)
 Shrove Tuesday is a “pancake day”, for the pancake is a symbol of  the sun. (Who knew?) 
The tradition in the church of  having pancake suppers and the secular tradition of  just plain par-
tying probably derives from the practice of  feasting before the fast.  The need to eat up the fats 
gave rise to the French name Mardi Gras, or Fat Tuesday.  Pancakes is a dish that would finish 
all the eggs, fats and milk, and adding flour to the mix  … thus making pancakes.  In the old days, 
no food was wasted on Tuesday – all the foods in the home on the shriving Tuesday that wouldn’t 
last the 40 days of  Lent were to be gone. 
 Another tradition was that people did not do any hard work on 
Shrove Tuesday.  They go to fun places – do fun things - such as sled-
ding down the slopes while others try to pour water on them (I suppose 
there was a meaning to this?) or visiting friends. 
 If  you do celebrate Shrove Tuesday OR Fat Tuesday – HAVE FUN!

BUONA PASQUA! (Italian for HAPPY EASTER) 
As you read this, Easter is right around the corner, coming a little early this year - April 9th. In 
Italy, where even minor religious holidays are observed with zeal, it is only to be expected that 
the greatest event in the church calendar, Easter, is widely and elaborately celebrated!
 We know that Christ rose from the dead and that is why Easter is the greatest event in the 
Christian church.  Our Italian ancestors had some beautiful traditions and customs rooted in the 
real reason for celebrating Pasqua.  The very events that led to the first Easter took place on 
Roman soil.  
 Judea was a Roman province at the time of  Christ’s Passion and Death.  It is a fact that 
Christ’s original disciples flocked to Rome.  Countless modern-day pilgrims come to Rome to 
take part in Pascal services each year.   Some say that the most colorfgul, folkloric, the more 
interesting and, some say the most earnest Easter services take place in Italy’s small, simpler 
town and villages. The Pope begins with a procession on Palm Sunday before the crowd who 
wave plaited fronds and olive branches sprayed silver and gold. On Holy Thursday a solemn 

Liturgy is held at St. John’s in Laterano.  On Good Friday, the Pope leads 
a massive procession around the Coliseum, following the Stations of  
the Cross.  A crowd of  10,000 or more will follow him. At 10:00 PM on 
Holy Saturday, worshipers pack St. Peter’s Square for the Lumen Christi 
Mass. After the Easter Sunday Liturgy, the Pope gives his Urbi et Orbi 
(the blessing to the City and the World) at the stroke of  noon. In Italy, tra-
ditional foods are eaten during Lent, especially during Holy Week. Italy 
is a series of  splendid images and gripping emotions that can humble 
the mighty and uplift the lowly.  Buon Pasqua to all!



Tony “G” Giangiordano
AAG Insurance 
438 S Main St 
Bel Air, MD 21014-3920
info@AAGinsurance.com

410-569-5800

Discounts, rates and coverages vary by state and are subject to eligibility and applicable rates and rules.  
Go to erieinsurance.com for company licensure and territory information. S1693 10/15

Save when you insure your home and auto with ERIE.
Ask about ERIE’s multi-policy and other available discounts. 
See what you might save. Call us for a quote today.

Some things 
just belong together

Discounts, rates and coverages vary by state and are subject to eligibility and applicable rates and rules. 
Go to erieinsurance.com for company licensure and territory information. S1693 10/15



WHO WAS SAINT VALENTINE?  
How did a martyred saint inspire Valentine’s Day?

Because St. Valentine (Valentinus) lived more than 1,700 year ago, there is not 
much detail about his life.  Very few facts.  As a matter of  fact, in googling to find 
out about him, some of  the information reports that there were three (3) St. St. 
Valentines! And, worth mentioning, all  3 were maryters and all, ironically, died on 
February 14th. 

From what I could gather (condensed version), I believe that this St. Valentine I am 
writing about is the one responsible for the naming of  ‘Valentine’s Day’ – February 
14th – the  holiday for ‘lovers’!

St. Valentine was born in the mid to late 3rd Century  in Rome.  This was a period of  
intense persecution in Rome.  Valentine was working as a Roman priest during the 
reign of  an emperor named Claudius - whose nickname was ‘Claudius the Cruel’. 

It’s said that Claudius likely believed that the reason the Roman army was not for-
midable was because husbands wanted to stay at home with their wives and fam-
ilies instead of  fighting in wars.   Thus, Claudius the Cruel made marriage and en-
gagements illegal in Rome to sway male soldiers to stay in the Roman army and not 
worry about a significant other back home.

Valentine, a staunch proponent of  marriage, especially Christian marriage, began 
marrying couples in secret.  When Claudius II discovered what Valentine was do-
ing, he sentenced Valentine to a three-part execution:  beating, stoning and be-
heading.  Most believe St. Valentine was killed during the year 270 AD, but some 
debate his death happened during one of  the surrounding years. 

As pointed out in one article, his death would have been during the month of  Juno 
in Rome, who was a goddess associated with love and marriage.  Perhaps from 
that arose many of  the traditions we see now, such as the  Valentine cards we 
send.  That tradition may have come from a supposed letter that Valentine wrote 
while in prison and signed - ‘From Your Valentine’. 

St. Valentine has since become the patron saint of  love and actually, patron saint 
of  beekeepers (yes, you’re reading correctly) as explained in an an article written 
in World Vision, since bees are often equated as an aphrodisiac.  

There’s lots to read about this St. Valentine, and the other Valentines, I’m sure.  
Some could be fact but   who will ever really know for sure?   Love,  good chocolate  
and a pretty ‘be my valentine’ card is always a good reason to celebrate … any-
thing! 



Grand Lodge of  Maryland
presents its annual

Bull & Oyster Roast
March 26, 2023

Rosedale Gardens
1 pm to 5 pm

Enjoy Italian music and favorites 
from the 50’s, 60’s, 70’s and 80’s

Menu

Fresh Shucked MD Oysters Fried Oysters 
Chef-carved Pit Beef  & Pit Ham 

Fried Chicken Baked Ziti Sausage & Peppers 
Desserts Beer | Soda | Wine and more!

Tickets are $50 per person   For reservations please call:
Vince Zaccaria (410) 916-0885 or Fran Transparenti (410)256-4372



I  SHARPEN, RENT and SELL:
Knives, Saws, Scissors, & Garden Tools

Frank’s Cutlery Service
 “The Sharpest Guy in Town”

 Call for Appointment
   Frank J. Monaldi, Sr.
            443-275-7144
            410-908-NIFE                          
 (6433)                 8221 Carrbridge Court
                 Towson, Maryland 21204
Most items sharpened while you wait!

Andiamo! 
Meet the Marra, Maffei and 

Saracino families! At their little 
beach houses, it’s “toney vs 

Tony” for over 60 years! Read 
the stories by 14 co-authors 

and relive your own childhood 
vacations.

“The family stories also transported me to other times and other places. Several 
memories, feelings, and emotions about my childhood re-emerged. Dr. Marra 
has the skill and gift of telling stories in a way that we can all relate to regard-
less of where we are from.”  

- Gabriela Christie Toletti, Ph.D.

Southampton SummerS
Stories of Three Italian Families, Their Beach Houses, 

and The Five Generations That Enjoyed Them.
By Albert Marra

Check out Southampton Summers at Amazon.com or 
Barnesandnoble.com. For a signed copy, contact the author at 

SouthamptonSummers@gmail.com.

New Dominion Press
Norfolk, VA

              LFS LOMBARDI FINANCIAL SERVICES
Victor L. Lombardi, AAMS, MBA

Financial Advisor
156 Woodhaven Drive Phone: 717-549-2297
Gettysburg, PA 17325 Cell: 410.294.6010

vlombardi@ae.cadaretgrant.com
INVESTMENTS • INSURANCE • ANNUITIES • RETIREMENT PLANS 

EDUCATION SAVINGS • LTC • FINANCIAL PLANNING
Accredited Asset Management Specialist™ and AAMS®

are registered service marks of the College for Financial Planning®
Securities and Advisory Services offered through Cadaret, Grant & Co., Inc., 

a Registered Investment Advisor and member FINRA/SIPC. LFS Lombardi FInan-
cial Services and Cadaret, Grant & Co., Inc. are separate entities. 

OSJ: 100 Madison Street, Suite 1300, Syracuse, NY 13202  (315)471-2191

Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Ins., member FINRA/SIPC.
Investment advisory services offered through Raymond James Financial Advisors, Inc. Fusco Financial Associates, Inc. is not a registered broker/dealer and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services. 

Raymond James is not affiliated with and does not endorse the listed organization. Copyright 2019 FJD 2/18 19 BRADE=0035 TA 1/19

Experince g Integrity g Reliability
Fusco Financial Associates

Financial Advisors serving members of the Grand Lodge - Sons of Italy for over 30 years

For over 37 years, the Fusco Financial Associates 
team has prided itself on being client-focused. 

That means our advisors offer: independent, 
unbiased research, no proprietary products, 
no conflict of interest - total independence.

Every effort is made to meet or exceed the 
expectations of the individuals, families and 
businesses we serve. Our associates represent 
more than 110 collective years of experience.

Fusco Financial 
Associates

Private Wealth Management

505 Baltimore Avenue
Towson, MD 21204

410.296.5400 g 800.810.6650
tony.fusco@fuscofinancial.com

Sound, independent, 
objective advice
Unbiased investment 
research
Customized investment 
strategies
Active, ongoing 
portfolio review and 
monitoring of 
investment perfomance

Tony Fusco
MSFS ChFC® CAP® AIF®

mailto:vlombardi%40ae.cadaretgrant.com?subject=


BELAIR ROAD LODGE OSIA #2265BELAIR ROAD LODGE OSIA #2265
presents its 25th ANNUALpresents its 25th ANNUAL

CRABS & CASINO CRABS & CASINO 
BUS TRIPBUS TRIP
All proceeds go to our All proceeds go to our 

Scholarship Fund!Scholarship Fund!

THURSDAY, THURSDAY, 
JUNE 22, 2023JUNE 22, 2023

FISHERMAN’S CRAB DECK  FISHERMAN’S CRAB DECK  
ALL YOU CAN EAT:ALL YOU CAN EAT:

    
Steamed Crabs | Corn on the Cob | Hush Puppies | Maryland Crab SoupSteamed Crabs | Corn on the Cob | Hush Puppies | Maryland Crab Soup

 Cole Slaw | Chicken Tenders | Ice Cream | Beer | Soda | Cash Bar Available Cole Slaw | Chicken Tenders | Ice Cream | Beer | Soda | Cash Bar Available

MARYLAND LIVE CASINOMARYLAND LIVE CASINO
  

Bus departs Carney Park & Ride 10:00 a.m. 
Be there by 9:30 a.m.

Bus returns at approximately 7:00 p.m.

CONTACTS:
Verna Dietrich (443)559-8331 or Loretta Butta (410)529-5016

$86 per person
Monies due by May 1, 2023



VINCE PISCOPO & ASSOCIATES

PERRY HALL INSURANCE BROKER, INC.
Auto  •  Home  •  Business  •  Life  •  Health  •  Bonds

VINCE PISCOPO
Principal

9407 Belair Road 410-529-6354 ext. 202
Baltimore, MD 21236 Cell: 410-274-9279
 Fax: 410-29-5769

Mailing Address: PO Box 159, Perry Hall, MD 21128
vince@perryhallinsurance.com  •  www.perryhallinsurance.com



THE AMAZING SAINT MOTHER CABRINI
  Frances Cabrini (Francesca Xavier Cabrini) was born in a small village in 
Milan, Italy on July 15, 1850.  As a young child, she was enamored by stories of  
missionaries and decided very early that she wanted to join a religious order.  She 
obtained a teaching certificate and in 1880, along with seven other young women, 
founded the Institute of  the Missionary Sisters of  the Sacred Heart of  Jesus in 
 Italy.  It was the first Italian female congregation to bear the formal title 
(missionary).  Shortly thereafter, as servant of  the Catholic Church, France 
 Cabrini followed the direction of  Pope Leo XIII, asking her to aid Italian immigrants 
transitioning to American life (in the United States) and to provide a formal outlet 
to practice
Catholicism.  
 Nine years after she founded the Missionary Sisters of  the Sacred Heart of  
Jesus, she set off  to America, arriving in New York.  New York was chaotic, with 
much poverty prior to the 20th Century, but Mother Cabrini managed to organize 
catechism and education classes for the Italian immigrants, as well as provide for 
the needs of  many orphans.  
 In 1909, Mother Cabrini celebrated her U.S. citizenship, which is believed 
enabled her to advance her ability to secure property, enhance her business 
adventures and further secure her missionary endeavors. The institutions which 
Frances Cabrini founded established her role as an advocate for Italian immigrants 
in America.  She developed a philosophy of  education which combined the need 
for Americanization, and to her, the equally important preservation of  the Italian 
cultural heritage.  She dedicated her whole life to help create a better life for 
others. 
 Because of  her significant and numerous 
contributions made to (and for) the thousands of  
Italian immigrants struggling as they arrived in 
America, she received many honors through-
out the United States.  She was not only the first 
American to be canonized a saint in 1946, but she 
was named the Universal Patroness of  
Immigrants in 1950. 
 Frances Cabrini was an Italian immigrant; 
became a U.S. citizen; the first American to be 
declared a Saint in the Catholic Church. She 
endured much adversity as an Italian-American 
female, but she overcame many obstacles and 
continued to commit herself  to immigrants and 
the less fortunate.
 The truly amazing Saint Mother Cabrini died 
on December 22, 1917.



BAKED EGGPLANT SANDWICHES
1 lg. eggplant, peeled & cut into 12 slices 
6 slices of  Swiss cheese
1 tsp. salt      
1 tsp. salt
1 cup fine, dry bread crumbs   
¼ cup grated Romano cheese
¼ cup chopped fresh parsley   
6 slices of  thin, cooked ham
¼ cup extra thick spaghetti sauce   
2 eggs, beaten
Sprinkle eggplant slices with salt and set aside for 
1 hour. Rinse and gently pat dry. Combine the bread 
crumbs, Romano cheese and parsley and stir well. 
Spread spaghetti sauce evenly on one side of  each 
eggplant slice. On 6 eggplant slices, arrange a slice 
of  ham and cheese over the spaghetti sauce, fold-
ing ham and cheese as needed to fit. Cover with 
remaining 6 eggplant slices, sauce side down. Dip 
each sandwich into the beaten egg and coat on all 
sides with bread crumb mixture. Place in a lightly 
greased 13 x 9 x 2 inch baking pan. Cover and bake 
at 350 degrees for 45 minutes. Delizioso! 

1. 1. Irene DibattistaIrene Dibattista
2. 2. Maira RileyMaira Riley
3. 3. Susanna WittstadtSusanna Wittstadt
4. 4. Charles FerraroCharles Ferraro
5. 5. Brendon HethcoatBrendon Hethcoat
6. 6. Dominique DillensegerDominique Dillenseger
7. 7. Mary Beth McCarthyMary Beth McCarthy
8. 8. Charles FerraroCharles Ferraro
9. 9. Ray & Barb McGuirkRay & Barb McGuirk
10. 10. Vincent MolliconeVincent Mollicone
11. 11. Desiree MorazzanoDesiree Morazzano
12. 12. Ann AngelettiAnn Angeletti
13. 13. Elizabeth NevinsElizabeth Nevins
14. 14. Ann DobbsAnn Dobbs
15. 15. Glen GrazianoGlen Graziano
16. 16. Dante AntonioniDante Antonioni

CONGRATS!CONGRATS!
SUPER RAFFLE WINNERS SUPER RAFFLE WINNERS 

DECEMBER 2022DECEMBER 2022

17. 17. Leo & Hania RomeoLeo & Hania Romeo
18. 18. Rico DiCamilloRico DiCamillo
19. 19. Gloria ScrivaniGloria Scrivani
20. 20. Al FerraroAl Ferraro
21. 21. The GodsonsThe Godsons
22. 22. Mary MaioneMary Maione
23. 23. Kathy ChamberlainKathy Chamberlain
24. 24. Denise BuccheriDenise Buccheri
25. 25. Dennis StichionDennis Stichion
26. 26. Mike TransparentiMike Transparenti
27. 27. Stephanie RileyStephanie Riley
28. 28. Katherine ClarkKatherine Clark
29. 29. Diane LamancusaDiane Lamancusa
30. 30. Kathy JohansenKathy Johansen
31. 31. Angela NatillaAngela Natilla

Reverend Oreste Pandola 
Adult Learning Center

P.O. Box 9633 • Baltimore, MD 21237

Registration form on website:
www.pandolalearningcenter.org 

Call for information: 410-866-8494
Please like us on Facebook: 

Pandola Learning Center 

The cost is $80 for 7 classes unless otherwise stated. 
Students must register for online classes so an 

invitation can be sent to you to join 
our secure online educational platform.  

Dates for SATURDAY classes: 
March 11, 18, 25   April 1, 15, 22, 29

ONLINE Classes 
Please view dates and times 

in the course description.  

Learn to speak Italian

Learn about:
Beekeeping 

General Samuel Smith 
of Baltimore

Internet Safety

Learn to make:
Easter Bread

Joe Benny’s Arancine
Limoncello

Learn how to play Bocce

Participate in our Book Clubs:
Where the Crawdads Sing

Streets of Baltimore

http://www.pandolalearningcenter.org 


PROVIDING PROTECTION LOCALLY
FOR ALMOST 30 YEARS

MEMBER OF SONS OF  ITALY
AMICI FRATELLI
MEMBER OF (SIAB) SOCIETY OF
ITALIAN AMERICAN BUSINESSMAN

A DEDICATED STAFF OF 10 FULLY
LICENSED AGENTS

HARFORD COUNTY'S
INSURANCE AGENCY

OUR PROVIDERS

+  ERIE Insurance
+  AIC
+  Nationwide
+  American Modern
+  Chesapeake Employee Insurance
+  BBSI - 
+  Encompass
+  Foremost
+  Frederick Mutual
+  Haggerty
+  Harford Mutual
+  Liberty Mutual
+  Progressive
+  State Auto
+  The Hartford
+  Traveler's

COME SAVE WITH US

We are an independent agency
providing our policyholders with as
near perfect protection, as near
perfect service, as is humanly possible,
and doing so at the lowest possible
cost

Ask us how we can help you save on
your insurance.

ABOUT US

We are a locally owned and
operated independent agency
located in the heart of Bel Air,
Maryland.

For More Information :
Tony "G" Giangiordano
(410) 569-5800
info@aaginsurance.com
AAGInsurance.com

Owner with over 50 years
residing in Harford county

Insurance with Care 
from the Heart of Bel Air

(Chubb backed - no audit WC option)


