
Order Sons of Italy in America
Grand Lodge of Maryland
P. O. Box 85, Perry Hall, Maryland 21128

VISIT US AT WWW.OSIAMD.ORG

Letter from the President
Dear Brothers and Sister,

 The past three months has seemed like three years to me!!    Sheer craziness ….

Life certainly hasn’t been the same for us – has it?   But, as its been said --- we’re becoming better cooks and parents have a much higher 
respect for the teachers and know they are worth a lot more than they are paid!   Call me crazy, but I think maybe God is/has been trying to 
tell us something through all of this?!  

I wanted to say ‘hello’ and hope everyone is well and safe.  Things are slowly resuming to some ‘normalcy’ (whatever normal is), but I think 
it will be a while longer before people feel comfortable about going out and about anytime soon.  So, continue to wash those hands and wear 
your masks (which I hate) when you go shopping.  Don’t take chances.  

As we all know, there is absolutely nothing in the way of events that has happened or will be happening in the very near future.  All of the 
Grand Lodge events are cancelled – other than the New York trip in September – BUT – I will be cancelling that as well.   If any of you have 
seen the video of the devastation in the Manhattan section of New York, probably 90% of that shopping district (major stores) has been looted, 
destroyed and now boarded up!   So sad.  

Rosalie Ranieri, Scholarship Chair and her Committee have been working on Scholarship applications and will be naming the recipients very 
soon.  Unfortunately, we won’t be having the ‘annual’ Ripken Stadium Italian Heritage Day for them – and all local lodge recipients – but, 
we hope to do something toward the end of the year to recognize all these super and well deserved young men and women!   Congratulations 
to ALL!

We have been working on a ‘hopeful’ Christmas Party on Monday, December 14th, our usual meeting date.   We will continue to monitor how 
things are going and what the State is going to allow us to do as a group.  Stay tuned.

I AM CANCELLING THE JULY AND AUGUST 2020 MEETINGS.  I honestly feel that most would not feel comfortable in attending.   If 
possible, I do hope to start meeting again in September.  It will take place at our NEW location.  You will receive details prior to that meeting 
one way or the other

As you are aware, we are in the process of seeking a ‘new’ Editor for the il Giornale.  I am happy to report that I have had 4 persons contact 
me with interest in helping us to continue and deliver our quarterly newsletter to everyone. There will be no usual issue this summer due to 
the pandemic. We will have to wait and see about the Fall issue.  Hopefully by then, we will be naming a ‘new’ editor. Thank you for your 
patience on this.  

Membership Contest:  The Lodge that came in first place and received the plaque this year for the most  NEW members in 2019 was the 
Annapolis Lodge.  Outstanding job!  Congrats to them!  Second place was the Ocean City Lodge who was not far behind and did a super 
job as well.  Congratulations!  Job well done. 

Thanks to Membership Chair Montcalmo who has done a great job in maintaining all the numbers.  Brother Montcalmo informed the 
Grand Council that the membership was up approximately 16% over the past two (2) years.   How wonderful to hear.  Let’s keep up the 
good work.  Thanks to everyone.

If anyone has anything to report -  questions, concerns, suggestions or to make us aware of anything about your lodge, please contact me at 
dolcevitaap@verizon.net or Loretta Butta Joyner at 410-529-5017.  We are here for you and would love to hear the news.

That’s it for now --- my very best wishes to everyone and wishing you continued good health throughout this pandemic.   

Hoping to ‘see’ you soon ….  THANKS for all you do!                                                                                 Fraternally and Sincerely, 
Anita Lombardi Riley 

dolcevitaap@verizon.net
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Amici e Fratelli 
Lodge #2673

President John Dibattista
jdargentibizgroup@aol.com

Annapolis 
Lodge #2225

President Ray Gamble
 gambler51@comcast.net

Antonio Gatto 
Lodge #2459

President Art Minadeo
aminadeo1@verizon.net 

Belair Road 
Lodge #2265

President Martin Fuhr
the_one08@hotmail.com

Little Italy 
Lodge #2286

President Mike Castino
paisan@comcast.net

Montgomery County 
Lodge #2288

President Mike Bertocchi
 mike1970@aol.com

Ocean City
Lodge #2474

President Vincent Mollicone
vinniem1@comcast.net

Towson/Dulaney
Lodge #2292

President Joe Maranto
sanjoe107@comcast.net

Dominic Fornaro
Lodge #2475

President Casi Lombardi
octoberapril11@verizon.net

Dundalk
Lodge #2236

President Theresa Ferrante
ferrantetheresa@comcast.net

Forty West
Lodge #2266

President Salvatore Prete
bigsam_408@verizon.net

Harford County
Lodge #2464

President Debbie D’Adamo 
deborahdadamo@gmail.com

Congratulations, New Presidents!
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Letter from the President
Ciao to my Brothers and Sisters …

The daffodils are beginning to bloom, the Robins are singing --- and to me, that sounds like Spring is in the air (I hope) and all is right with the world 
(well, maybe not all)!  Spring, they say, is a time for ‘new’ beginnings – of just about everything.  

In a couple of months, the Grand Lodge of Maryland will celebrate its 100th Birthday.  That means we will be ‘beginning’ our next 100.  Amazing.  
I know I won’t be around to witness the next one hundred, so, since I am here to celebrate this 100, I suggest we end this first 100 with a bang!

On Saturday, July 18, 2020, the same exact date of its Charter, we are celebrating with a dinner and dance.  It not only celebrates 100 years, but it also 
celebrates all of those who came before us - who put in the time, energy, dedication and most of all love for the Order Sons (and Daughters) of Italy in 
America - getting us to this magnificent feat!.  The OSIA is the oldest Italian American organization in the United States and Canada.  PLEASE join us 
and show your support for the Order.  (See the ad inside of the newsletter for details.)

Other upcoming 2020 events:  July is ‘Italian Heritage Night’ at Ripken Stadium, celebrating our Grand Lodge scholarship winners, and all local lodge 
winners as well.  August is the Grand Lodge Crab Feast;  September is the Grand Lodge Memorial Mass (St. Leo’s) followed by lunch at Chiapparelli’s in 
Little Italy (September 13);  October is the Columbus Day Wreath Laying ceremony at the Columbus Piazza in Baltimore, followed by an Italian Festival 
in Little Italy;  November we rest;  December is the ‘annual’ Grand Lodge Christmas party – all are invited to attend.  Remember to support your ‘local 
lodge’ events, as well.  There are some pretty darn good ones out there! ( More info will be forthcoming as we get closer to each event.)

As you can see, we’ll be busy.  I HOPE that YOU will join us in some of these events.  It’s very important that we keep our heritage and culture alive and 
well.   Showing your support and becoming a member of the Order truly helps in making that happen.  Think about it.

Wishing you a very Happy Easter – and happy Spring.   God Bless.
Fraternally and Sincerely,

Anita Lombardi Riley 
dolcevitaap@verizon.net
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Congratulations,
New Lodge Presidents! New President of the Annapolis Lodge, 

Ray Gamble (to the left).  
New President of the Belair Road Lodge, 

Martin Fuhr (to the right). 
New President of the Harford County Lodge, 

Debbie D’Adamo (not shown). 
New President of the Ocean City Lodge, 

Vincent Mollicone (not shown).

WHAT YOU DON’T KNOW ABOUT ITALIAN FOOD! (continued from the article inside) 
6. Italians worry about digestion, so they include something to settle their stomach in every meal.  
A good example of this is their use of fennel, licorice, and anise, which you can find in most Italian meals. Our Italian food guide told us that 
fennel and orange are perfect together for a refreshing summer salad.
7. If you touch the produce at an Italian green grocer, they will yell at you. Unlike American grocery stores, where you pick up every piece 
of produce and examine it carefully, Italian markets and green grocers do not like their customers touching the produce. All the produce is 
assumed to be fresh and of good quality, if you touch produce and put it back, you’ll be yelled at.
8. Italians often have their dessert pastries in the middle of the day. Pastries like sfogliatelle (lobster tails) and guandi (fried egg dough pas-
try shaped like a glove topped with powdered sugar) are normally eaten during the daytime. Italians prefer to have cakes, gelato, tiramisu, 
and other soft desserts after dinner. Tip: Want to feel super Italian? Order your coffee after dessert. Most restaurants in Italy will not serve 
you coffee with your meal or dessert. Want a cappuccino? Order it before 11 a.m. Italians view it solely as a breakfast drink, and make fun of 
tourists that order it throughout the day!
9. Authentic balsamic can cost you upward of $100. True balsamic isn’t the stuff you find at Trader Joe’s. It’s aged at least 12 years and is 
almost as thick as honey. Gold label balsamic can cost you $200, but you can also find authentic versions for cheaper (around $45-$50).
10. They eat prosciutto and other meats more often than pepperoni. If you haven’t tried prosciutto (Italian ham), you’re missing out. You 
can add it to just about anything and it will taste amazing, but the easy and flavorful way to do it is simply to wrap a piece around a slice of 
cantaloupe and serve it as an appetizer, just like they do in Italy.
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